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so applied for under former Grants. When you furnish the Plan 
of application to the Treasury we shall be better enabled to give 
you particular Instructions. 

The follow' Acts of Assembly which stand suspended 'til his 
Majesty's approbation is obtained, are recommended to your 
attention: 

An Act ' ' for regulating the Election of Burgesses, for declar- 
ing their privileges and Allowances & for fixing the Right of 
Electors." 

An Act ' ' to repeal an Act made in the twenty-second Year of 
his late Majesty's Reign intituled an Act concern* Strays and to 
establish a more effectual Method to prevent frauds committed 
by Persons taking up Strays " 

An Act ' ' to amend the Act intituled An act to amend the Act 
for the better Government of Servants and Slaves." 

An Act " ' to prevent the exorbitant Exactions of the Collectors 
of the County and Parish Levies." 

We are, Sir, 

Your most H'ble Serv'ts. 



ADDRESS OF THE COUNCIL TO GOVERNOR 
SPOTSWOOD, SEPTEMBER, 1713. 



[The representation to the Commisioners of Trade which 
Spotswood is here requested to support, was one asking that the 
duty on tobacco be lowered. See Spotswaod Letters, II, 35.] 

To the Hon"" Alexander Spotswood, Her Majesty's Lieutenant 
Governor and Commander in Chief of the Colony and Do- 
minion of Virginia: 

The humble address of the Council of the said Colony. 

May it please your Hon': 

Judging ourselves obliged in duty to her Majesty, and in 
compassion to the lamentable circumstances of our poor Country 
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by the low ebb of our commodity Tobacco; and invited by the 
example of the Virginia merchants, who are petitioning the Par- 
liament of Great Britain against the high dutys; we have thought 
it necessary to transmitt a Representation of our case to the 
Lords Commissioners for Trade and plantations. But foreseeing 
that nothing will promise us better hopes of success than the 
countenance of your Hon' to this undertaking, and your giving 
credit to our Representation so far as the facts therein mentioned 
fall within your knowledge; from the frequent experience we 
have had of your innate goodness and great readiness upon all 
occasions to promote the service of her Majesty and the welfare 
of her subjects under your Governm 1 , we are emboldened to be- 
come humble suitors to your Hon' to take this affair under your 
care, and to employ your interest and zeal in behalf of this poor 
Country, as far as in your prudence you shall judge their mis- 
erys deserve. This will be an inestimable obligation on all our 
fellow subjects here and never to be forgotten by. 
May it please your Honour, your Honour's 

Most obliged and most obedient humble servants, 
John Smith, Robert Carter, 
John Lewis, Jno, Custis, 
W. Byrd, James Blair, 

Will ffitzhugh, Hen. Duke. 



RESOLUTIONS OF HOUSE OF BURGESSES, 
September 2d, 1715. 



[As is well known to all students of the early Eighteenth Cen- 
tury history of Virginia, the session of the General Assembly 
which met on August 2, 17 15, was chiefly memorable for a bitter 
quarrel between Governor Spotswood and the House of Bur- 
gesses. The Governor convened the Assembly that help might 
be given to South Carolina, then in great danger from the In- 
dians. The House voted a sum of money for this purpose; but 
insisted on making the appropriation a rider to a bill altering 
the tobacco law. The Governor would not give his consent 



